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like a single hand over a single heart. And 
we can feel that same unity and pride 
whenever America acts for good and the 
victims of disaster are given hope and the 
unjust encounter justice and the captives 
are set free. 

We go forward with complete confidence 
in the eventual triumph of freedom, not 
because history runs on the wheels of inevi-
tability—it is human choices that move 
events; not because we consider ourselves 
a chosen nation—God moves and chooses 
as He wills. We have confidence because 
freedom is the permanent hope of man-
kind, the hunger in dark places, the longing 
of the soul. When our Founders declared 
a new order of the ages, when soldiers died 
in wave upon wave for a union based on 
liberty, when citizens marched in peaceful 
outrage under the banner ‘‘Freedom Now,’’ 
they were acting on an ancient hope that 
is meant to be fulfilled. History has an ebb 
and flow of justice, but history also has 

a visible direction, set by liberty and the 
Author of Liberty. 

When the Declaration of Independence 
was first read in public and the Liberty 
Bell was sounded in celebration, a witness 
said, ‘‘It rang as if it meant something.’’ 
In our time, it means something still. 
America, in this young century, proclaims 
liberty throughout all the world and to all 
the inhabitants thereof. Renewed in our 
strength, tested but not weary, we are 
ready for the greatest achievements in the 
history of freedom. 

May God bless you, and may He watch 
over the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:59 a.m. at 
the West Front of the Capitol. Prior to his 
remarks, Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist 
administered the oath of office. The address 
was broadcast live on radio and television. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks at the Inaugural Luncheon 
January 20, 2005 

Mr. Speaker, thank you, sir. Senator 
Trent Lott, thanks for being such a great 
organizer. This part of this day has gone 
incredibly well, and I appreciate your hard 
work. Senator Dodd, Senator Frist, other 
distinguished Members of the Congress, 
and some who aren’t quite so distin-
guished—[laughter]—it’s an honor to be 
here. 

I really want to thank you for your hospi-
tality. Laura and I are grateful for your 
gifts and grateful for your wonderful hospi-
tality. What a day, and what a special lunch. 
We really appreciate you having us. 

I appreciate the Justices of the Supreme 
Court being here. I want you to know how 
touched I was that Chief Justice came to 

administer the oath. That was an incredibly 
moving part of the ceremony. 

I want to thank the members of my Cab-
inet who are here. I appreciate General 
Myers, who is here. And I want to thank 
all my friends from Texas who have come. 
I’m surprised that some were able to pene-
trate the security. [Laughter] But I appre-
ciate you coming. 

I’m really proud of Dick Cheney, my 
Vice President. He is a fabulous man, a 
man of sound judgment and great char-
acter, and I’m honored to serve with you, 
Dick. 

I want to thank President Carter and 
Mrs. Carter for coming and President 
Clinton and Senator Clinton for joining us 
today. It means a lot that both former 
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Presidents were here. I thank you very 
much for the—for your presence. 

I’m also really happy that another former 
President is with us; that would be my dad. 
Thanks for coming—and Mother. [Laugh-
ter] I appreciate Barbara and Jenna. I love 
them dearly. I thank them for joining the 
campaign trail. It was the—like the camp-
ing trip I promised to take them on and 
never did. [Laughter] 

I want to thank my brothers and sisters. 
They have meant a lot to me. Their uncon-
ditional love is an important part of keeping 
perspective here in the Nation’s Capital. 

I am impressed by this Inaugural cere-
mony. It is a magnificent event. I think 
any President who has ever been through 
one is able to step back and say, ‘‘What 
an impressive moment, not in my life but 
in the life of the country.’’ It reminds us 
that we serve a cause larger than ourself. 
We have one country, one Constitution, 
and one future that binds us. 

As leaders, we have a common duty to 
achieve results for the people, regardless 
of our political parties. There’s important 
work to be done, and I look forward to 
working with Members of both Houses and 
both parties to achieve that job. 

We have a solemn duty to protect our 
people and to win the war on terror, and 
we will. We have other vital duties, and 
we will strive to achieve results on behalf 
of the people. I’m eager for the work. I’m 
looking forward to it, and I hope you are 
as well. I’m looking forward to putting my 
heart and soul into this job for 4 more 
years. Together, we can make this great 
Nation of ours a safer place and a freer 
place and a better place for all our fellow 
citizens. 

May God bless you all, and may God 
continue to bless our great land. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:19 p.m. in 
Statuary Hall at the Capitol. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gen. Richard B. Myers, 
USAF, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff. Prior 
to the President’s remarks, Senator Trent 
Lott, chairman, Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies, introduced 
the President and presented him and Vice 
President Dick Cheney with engraved crystal 
hurricane lamps and official photos of the In-
augural swearing-in ceremony, and Rep-
resentative J. Dennis Hastert, committee 
member, presented them with flags flown 
over the U.S. Capitol. 

Message on the Observance of Eid al-Adha 
January 21, 2005 

I send greetings to Muslims around the 
world as you celebrate Eid al-Adha. 

Abraham’s sacrifice and service to God 
teach us the importance of devotion, and 
God’s mercy encourages us to share His 
blessings with others. The kindness and 
charity practiced by Muslims during this 
holiday strengthen friendships, help those 
in need, and exemplify the compassionate 
spirit that makes America and the world 
a better place. 

As Americans of Muslim faith celebrate 
Eid al-Adha, our Nation is reminded of 

the contributions that Muslim Americans 
have made to our religious and cultural 
heritage. Your values of family, service, and 
community enrich our society and reflect 
the ideals on which our country was found-
ed. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wish-
es for a joyous celebration. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
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